
Intellectual Property - Can Software Licensed To A Single Computer Be Installed To A Network? Q&A Archive on Lawyers.com

Find a 
Lawyer

Research Legal 
Information

Ask a 
Lawyer

Blogs
Contact Lawyers 
at attorneys.com

Community
SEARCH LAWYERS.COM

 
 

Ask a Lawyer
Ask a Question 

Today's Q&A 

Question & Answer Archive 

Topic Schedule 

 

Research Areas of Law
Bankruptcy 

Family Law 

Labor and Employment Law 

Personal Injury 

Real Estate 

 

Related Links
 

- Do I Really Need a Lawyer?

- Selecting a Lawyer

- Lawyers' & Clients' 

Responsibilities to Each Other

 

 

Ask a Lawyer > Question & Answer Archive  

Ask a Lawyer Archive
 

 

 

   

 
Can Software Licensed To A Single Computer Be Installed To A 
Network? 
Kristie Prinz

 
Q.  In a software installation CD we can often find instruction only to install in a single system and not more 
than a single system. Is it violative of the conditions to install the program in to a NETWORK?  
 
-- Ravikirana.K  
 
A.  

If you purchase software that is licensed only for use on a single workstation or desktop and you install that 
software to a network, then you most likely will breach the software license. 

Most software companies make their software products available to the public under two different types of 
licenses: the home user license and the enterprise license. In some cases, these companies also offer a 
license intended for small businesses, which may authorize the licensee to install the software on a certain 
minimal number of desktop units. 

In your case, I suspect from your question that you are purchasing software products intended for individual 
consumers rather than businesses. If you contact the licensor or even research the product online, I expect 
that you will find that a particular product is actually available at a higher price in a multi-user or enterprise 
license. 

My advice would be to take a look at the software you have currently installed to your network, research the 
nature of each license, and then for each software product not installed under an appropriate license, you 
contact the company and inquire about upgrading to the right multi-user license. 

Once you have done the legwork on this issue, you should be able to find the products offered under the 
right license in the future. 
 
-- Kristie Prinz 
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