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Since photos constitute pictorial works, they are clearly protected by copyright law. Thus, as copyrightable
works, they cannot be used by anyone other than the copyright owner, except pursuant to a valid copyright
license agreement.

Assuming that you purchased the photo in question from a website that sells stock photos, then it is likely
that you purchased the photo pursuant to some type of copyright license. The standard practice is to
purchase such photos on either a "rights managed" or "royalty free" basis. In the case of a "royalty free"
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image, you may use the image for any purpose without paying royalties. In the case of a "rights managed"
image, you must obtain a specific license for a particular use from the owner of the copyright in the image.

Assuming you obtained the image in another manner, however, you would need to obtain a copyright
license directly from the copyright owner before you would be able to legally use the image. Any use without
a copyright license could potentially be held to constitute copyright infringement.

-- Kristie Prinz
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