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Notice Regarding Downloading Of Music 
Kristie Prinz

 
Q.  

My daughter is a college student and has received a letter that she must meet with the school judicial officer 
for downloading music. Her school records are on hold. Does she need a lawyer? This sounds serious.  
 
-- Phylis  
 
A.  

Based on the facts you have provided, it sounds as though your daughter has been accused of copyright 
infringement by the music industry. 

As you may be aware, the recording industry has been active the past few years in filing lawsuits against 
past copyright infringers. On the whole these copyright infringers are people who downloaded music off the 
Internet without paying the requisite royalty to the artist and/or recording studios for the right to use that 
music. Typically, when this infringement occurred, the downloads were made from a website that didn't 
charge for downloading the music. The recording industry filed lawsuits first against these websites for 
copyright infringement, and once the industry won and had the websites shut down, the industry started 
filing suit against individual copyright infringers. There were obviously a large number of people downloading 
music from these websites, including many teenagers and students, so it has likely taken the industry a 
while to get around to filing lawsuits against everyone. 

I actually just represented a client who was served in one of these cases. The allegations were that he had 
committed various acts of copyright infringement about six or seven years ago. He hired me to assist him 
with settling the case out of court, which we were ultimately able to do. I don't know that my assistance on 
the matter was absolutely critical, as the music industry refuses to negotiate all of these cases and simply 
assigns a settlement payment price to each matter, but I know my client felt more comfortable with a lawyer 
there to interpret everything for him and to speak on his behalf. 
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In the current situation, it sounds as if the recording industry has just made allegations against your 
daughter and perhaps even filed a complaint against her. Copyright infringement claims are absolutely a 
serious matter; however, court can likely be avoided if the claims are promptly settled. I would definitely 
recommend addressing the issue as soon as possible. 

Retaining a lawyer to advise and explain everything would no doubt be best, but it may not be absolutely 
critical, provided that you are able to resolve the matter right away before an answer has to be filed in court. 
In the event your daughter decides to handle the matter herself, however, she definitely needs to keep that 
date when the answer is due in mind. If the matter is not resolved by the date the answer is due, then an 
attorney will need to file an answer on your behalf, in order to avoid having a default judgment entered 
against her. Since she will need time to find and retain an attorney, I definitely do not recommend waiting 
until the last minute to address the issue. 
 
-- Kristie Prinz 
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