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What Recourse Do I Have If A Treatment I Wrote For A Television Show 
Was Produced Without My Authorization? 
Kristie Prinz

 
Q.  

I wrote a "treatment" for a television show and registered it online, over 2 years ago. I sent that show to a 
few people and it was reviewed by many people. It was passed on. However, I have just learned it was 
being brought into production by a major network! It is word for word as I have written it. Is there any 
recourse for me? And what kind of lawyer handles that sort of thing? 

 
 
-- Zane  
 
A.  

Assuming your "treatment" contained enough original expression to constitute a copyrightable work, then 
any use of that work without your permission would constitute infringement of your copyright. 

Section 106 of the Copyright Act sets forth the rights of a copyright owner as follows: 

[T]he owner of copyright under this title has the exclusive rights to do and to authorize any of the following: 

1.  to reproduce the copyrighted work in copies or phonorecords; 
2.  to prepare derivative works based upon the copyrighted work; 
3.  to distribute copies or phonorecords of the copyrighted work to the public by sale or other transfer of 

ownership, or by rental, lease, or lending; 
4.  in the case of literary, musical, dramatic, and choreographic works, pantomimes, and motion 

pictures and other audiovisual works, to perform the copyrighted work publicly; 
5.  in the case of literary, musical, dramatic, and choreographic works, pantomimes, and pictorial, 

graphic, or sculptural works, including the individual images of a motion picture or other audiovisual 
work, to display the copyrighted work publicly; and 
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6.  in the case of sound recordings, to perform the copyrighted work publicly by means of a digital audio 
transmission. 

Clearly, if your work has gone into production without your permission, then the company taking this action 
is infringing on your copyright. As the copyright owner, you would have the right to enforce your rights in the 
work. 

Having said this, the hurdle you will have to overcome is to have enough cash to finance taking legal action 
against the infringer. I get calls from people on a daily basis whose works have been infringed, but most 
unfortunately are not in the financial position to take legal action against the infringers of their works. 
Infringers, particularly in the entertainment industry, likely anticipate that most victims will not a position to 
enforce their rights, which is why they take the risk of infringing in the first place. 

How much money should you anticipate it will cost to finance a copyright litigation case? A copyright 
litigation matter can easily run up legal fees in excess of $100,000.00. Even if you win, you will still have to 
pay those costs on the front end before you can recover from the infringer. 

What about the option of a contingency case? Well, the reality is that lawyers get multiple calls on a daily 
basis inquiring about contingency cases; however, few can actually afford the expense and risk of taking on 
a contingency case. So, the likelihood of finding a lawyer to take your case on contingency is relatively slim. 
If you do happen to find such an attorney, you will likely be required to pay for all legal costs as the litigation 
proceeds. My advice would be to consult with a copyright litigator in your jurisdiction to discuss the specific 
facts of your case in more detail. Such an attorney can assess the strength of your case and advise you on 
your options as well as the anticipated costs of moving forward with such a case. Once you are armed with 
the facts, you should be in a position to make an informed decision on how best to proceed in this matter. 
 
-- Kristie Prinz 

 
 
 

 
Find a Lawyer |Research Legal Information | Ask a Lawyer | Blogs | Contact Lawyers at attorneys.com | 

Community 

http://intellectual-property.lawyers.com/ask-a-lawyer/What-Recourse-Do-I-Have-If-A-Treatment-I-Wrote-For...-6899.html (2 of 3) [1/8/2008 4:38:22 PM]

http://www.lawyers.com/
http://research.lawyers.com/
http://www.lawyers.com/ask_a_lawyer/todays_q_and_a/index.php
http://research.lawyers.com/blogs/
http://www.attorneys.com/
http://www.lawyers.com/community/index.php


Intellectual Property - What Recourse Do I Have If A Treatment I Wrote For A Television Show Was Produced Without My Authorization? Q&A Archive on Lawyers.com

 

LexisNexis Martindale-Hubbell is the most complete, trusted source for identifying qualified legal counsel.

Disclaimer: The information provided on Lawyers.com is not legal advice, Lawyers.com is not a lawyer referral service, and no attorney-client or 

confidential relationship is or should be formed by use of the site. The attorney listings on Lawyers.com are paid attorney advertisements and do not in 

any way constitute a referral or endorsement by Lawyers.com or any approved or authorized lawyer referral service. Your access to and use of this site 

is subject to additional Terms and Conditions.

 
Martindale.com | Canada | attorneys.com | LawyerLocator.co.uk | www.findalawyer.cn (China) | www.law24.co.za (South Africa) | 

www.martindale.jp (Japan)| anwalt24.de (German) | martindale.co.il (Israel) | Lexis Nexis | lexisONE Free Case Law

  

 Help | Site Map | About Us | Press Room | Info for Lawyers | Contact Us | Home | Index Map 

 ©2008 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

http://intellectual-property.lawyers.com/ask-a-lawyer/What-Recourse-Do-I-Have-If-A-Treatment-I-Wrote-For...-6899.html (3 of 3) [1/8/2008 4:38:22 PM]

http://www.lawyers.com/utility/terms/index.php
http://www.martindale.com/
http://canada.lawyers.com/
http://www.attorneys.com/
http://www.lawyerlocator.co.uk/
http://www.findalawyer.cn/
http://www.law24.co.za/
http://www.martindale.jp/
http://www.anwalt24.de/
http://martindale.co.il/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/
http://www.lexisone.com/free_case_law_federal_state.html
http://www.lawyers.com/utility/help/index.php
http://www.lawyers.com/utility/site_map/index.php
http://www.lawyers.com/utility/about_us/index.php
http://press-room.lawyers.com/
http://www.lawyers.com/pdc/
http://www.lawyers.com/utility/contact_us/index.php
http://www.lawyers.com/index.php
http://www.lawyers.com/browse-by-area-of-law.html
http://www.lexis-nexis.com/terms/copyright.shtml

	lawyers.com
	Intellectual Property - What Recourse Do I Have If A Treatment I Wrote For A Television Show Was Produced Without My Authorization? Q&A Archive on Lawyers.com


	EMFGBDGICJJJBDGAPJKEADFEGBBDMKNK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 1
	f2: y
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 1
	f2: Y
	f3: Q
	f4: LGSS
	f5: (e.g. divorce; Smith & Smith)
	f6: 
	f7: [Select]
	f8: [United-States]

	f9: 




